CHAPTER IX
LORD BEAYERBROOK
THE last phase of Mr. Baldwin's active leadership was perhaps the most sensational. In his struggle with the Press he passed through the most embarrassing situations to emerge victorious. Once when it seemed that lie had lost his last grip on circumstance, he regained his balance and his mastery. Throughout the unedifying tussle the reflection was again upon contemporary politics rather than upoii the personality of the Conservative leader. The moire petty became the combat, the more ridiculous became the combatants, but it was the combination of Parliamentary impotence and growing desperation that began the tussle.                                           *
The Baldwin-JBeaverbrook controversy with all its subsidiary issues brought much to light. It revealed the degeneracy of public taste exploited by a materialistic Press. The asphyxiating values of Northcliffe journalism had taken toll of English character and judgment. It showed that modern parliamentary government was as incompetent to provide for an Empire, as the old forms of the Roman Republic were to control the possessions of an imperial people. It exemplified the incorrigible selfishness of the electorate when the Tariff issue came to the forefront. The people's inability to contemplate the future became again conspicuous, when the price of the loaf upon the breakfast table was to be affected. Above all, it showed how the imperial ideal had lost its meaning of reality. People were able to ponder dreams of empire, who could
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